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Cream Pot Hill, Glen Cove 


Re the query of Nassau County 
Historian Jesse Merritt in the June 
Forum, it was always our impres- 
sion that most of Cream Pot Hill 
was in Glen Cove. Our Foreman of 
Mails John Matthews states that 
his grandfather James Matthews 
owned four acres of excellent graz- 
ing land on tov of what is known as 
Cream Pot Hill. The quantity and 
quality of the cream produced by 
his cows was great, hence the 
name. 

John R. Clark, 
Finance Clerk 
Glen Cove P. O. 








MacNish’s Hotel, New Suffolk 


MacNish’s at New Suffolk was 
one of the important summer 
hote!s of Southold town during the 
1880s-90s. It stood on the site of 
the present village baseball dia- 
mond. It is easy to visualize the 
city people arriving there with 
Saratoga trunks, prepared to sit 
on the big piazza and rock (but 
not roll) or take a dip in Peconic 
Bay, the ladies attired in straw- 
hats tied under the chin. heavy 
black stockings and canvas bathing 
shoes, or drive the dusty roads in 
a surrey with the fringe on top. 

Proprietor Walter MacNish 
leased the hotel in 1894 to one 
William H. Grant who ran it until 
the automobile sounded the death 
knell for country summer board- 
ing places generally. With its years 
of usefulness over, the building 
was sold in sections and moved to 
various nearby lots. The main por- 
tion went to a site two blocks to 
the east and there it slowly dis- 
integrated. One night during a 
heavy wind it collapsed but it must 
have gone down very gently as 
none of the neighbors heard any 
accompanying noise above the 
storm. 

With the old hotel gone, however, 
New Suffolk’s reputation as a pop- 
ular fishing and boating centre 
still remained. It is a unique little 
hamlet with no church or fire 
department of its own, depending 
on nearby Cutchogue for such 
things. But it has a school and the 
village streets are laid out in a 

Continued on page 148 
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‘Wreck of the eo ircassian in 1576 


HE loss of ten braves in 
the Circassian disaster 
on the bar off Bridgehamp- 
ton in December of 1876 was 
a blow from which the Shin- 
recock tribe never recovered. 
A report in the columns of 
the Brooklyn Daily Eagle at 
the time maintained that 
“the tribe is now about de- 
pleted, the men remaining at 
the reservation being few, 
and but one of them able to 
labor.” Thirty-seven years 
after the shipwreck a re- 
porter from the same paper 
interviewed Chief Wickham 
Cuffee, then ninety-five years 
of age, for the issue of No- 
vember 16, 1913. In the course 
of the interview, the aged 
sachem recalled the disaster, 
which “wiped out some of the 
best bloods we had.” “That,” 
he sadly acknowledged, ‘was 
a sad time for the Shinne- 
cock Indians.” 

The Circassian was. ob- 
viously reserved by fate for 
maritime disaster. There had 
been ample warning that the 
iron vessel would never rust 
in rotten row. Misfortune had 
hounded her for years. With 
an- assorted cargo on board 
bound for rebe.dom during the 
Civil War, the British ship 
had been captured as a Sou- 
thern blockade runner in the 
Gulf of Mexico by the Som- 
erset, a converted Fulton 
ferryboat, under humiliating 
circumstances. She had plow- 
ed on ore occasion into the 
treacherous sands off lonely 
Cape Sable, and in the middle 
of December, 1869, en route 
from New Orlears to New 
York, she had been driven 
ashore at Squan Beach on the 
New Jersey coast. 


When she grounded on the 
bar about one-half mile off 
Bridgehampton in a blinding 
snowstorm on the night of 
December 11, 1876, it was 
the third time in her twenty- 
year history that she was 
stranded. The uneasy crew of 
the ill-fated vessel had had 


Dr. Charles A. Huguenin 
Editor’s Note 

Although the Forum carried the 
story of the wreck of the Circas- 
sian some years ago, Dr. Huguenin 
has approached the subject from a 
different angle, having gone to the 
newspapers of that day to obtain 
eyewitness reports of the disaster 
which shocked the country. 





sufficient forewarning. The 
fact that she was appraised 
a first class ship with a rating 
of A-1 by the Liverpool Mari- 
time Exchange and was in- 
sured for 20,000 pounds in 
London did not dissuade most 
of members the crew of the 
stranded vessel from demand- 
ing their wages and finding 
subsequent employment on 
various luckier ships. When 
John Grant, the negro cook, 
boldly exclaimed, ‘Never 
mind, Captain, I’ll stand by 
you whatever happens,” he 
set a heroic example that in- 
duced half a dozen under sea- 
men to remain with the ship’s 
officers to flout superstition. 

The Circassian was origi- 
nally an iron steam vessel, 
built in 1856 in Belfast, Ire- 
land, for S. S. DeWolf & Com- 
pany of Liverpool, England. 
In 1874, only two years be- 
fore, her engines had been 


removed, and she was con- 
verted to a sailing vessel in 
Liverpool. The  shiprigged 
British vessel left Liverpool 
on November 6 en route to 
New York. The crew, com- 
prising some thirty-five Brit- 
ish seamen, was captained by 
thirty-five - year - old Richard 
Williams, a Welshman. A sub- 
stantial error in his compass 
accounted for his ship’s run- 
ning aground on the Bar dur- 
ing what was probably his 
first assignment to pilot a 
ship to America. 

The following day, Decem- 
ber 12, the charge of the Cir- 
cassian was turned over to 
the Coast Wrecking Company, 
which contracted to save the 
stranded vessel and its cargo, 
which was insured for $90,- 
000. All of the able-bodied 
braves on the Shinnecock Res- 
ervation — ten in number — 
were recruited to augment 
the crew of the wrecking 
company. Employment close 
to the reservation doubtless 
made a strong appeal, es- 
pecially to those Shinnecocks 
who had done hitches on 
whalers. Except for one, all 
were family men. 

The work of unloading the 





Circassian (right foreground) Among British Blockade Runners Captured by U. S. in 1862. 
Copied by Mariners’ Museum, Newport News, Va., from 1862 Issue of Harpers’ Weekly- 
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cargo so that the grounded 
ship could float off the outer 
Bar with high tide went for- 
ward from December 12 with 
the vessel lying on an even 
keel. By Friday, December 
29, about one-third of the 
freight—a “coarse” one, con- 
sisting largely of soda ash, 
with some baking powder, 
caustic soda, soda crystals, 
bath bricks, etc.—had been 
unloaded, despite a high wind 
and an angry sea. All of the 
water had been pumped out, 
and everything was favorable 
for working the ship off the 
Bar with a very high tide ex- 
pected that Friday night. 

On Friday morning, how- 
ever, the shifting wind in- 
creased in velocity, and the 
sea ran high. Unfortunately, 
the work of unloading was 
suspended, and the delay 
proved fatal. At ten o’clock 
Charles A. Pierson, the agent 
of the Coast Wrecking Com- 
pany, with ten men left the 
laboring vessel for shore 
about six hundred feet away. 
The parting warning to send 
a line ashore, maintaining 
communication with land, was 
ignored. This was the second 
mistake. The Wrecking Com- 
pany feared that the Indians 
and sailors would desert, us- 
ing the line to flee premature- 
ly to safety, when a heavy 
bank of clouds in the north- 
east presaged a gale. The re- 
ceding stern of the surfboat 
was the final direct communi- 
cation of the Circassian with 
land. Tragedy closed in on 
the thirty-two men, in charge 
of Captain John Lewis of the 
Coast Wrecking Company, 
-_ aboard the grounded ves- 
sel. 

As the wind increased and 
the gale developed, the sea 
began to wash over the strand- 
ed vessel. Soon after one 
o’clock Captain Lewis slack- 
ened the two cables and allow- 
ed the ship to ride the moun- 
tainous seas more easily. At 
three o’clock her stern swung 
more to the westward, and 
the seas broke over her with 
redoubled force. About an 
hour later Captain Lewis or- 
dered the hawsers cut. In- 


Continued on page 149 
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WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON 
Vice President 


Nicholson & Galloway 
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Roofing and Waterproofing 


JOHN E. NICHOLSON 


President 


Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 
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426 East 110th Street 
New York City 
LEhigh 4-2076 


Cedar Swamp Road 
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“CLEAN WITH STEAM” 


Distributors for Hypressure Jennys and Malsbary Cleansing 


Machines. 
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“Ohe Indians of Long Island 


ORIGINALLY published in 
1950, this brief treat- 
ment of the Long Island In- 
dians is again being made 
available. It makes no pre- 
tense of being a complete his- 
tory or of covering the subject 
in any great detail. It does, 
however, touch upon all the 
basic phases of the local In- 
dians’ way of life which in 
some respects differed from 
that of the mainland tribes. 
To those who would go fur- 
ther into these phases, we 
would suggest the chapter 
written by the late John H. 
Morice in Bailey’s two-volume 
island history, published by 
the Lewis Historical Publish- 
ing Company, New York, in 
1949, and available at most of 
the island’s public and school 
libraries. Mr. Morice went into 
considerable detail and pro- 
duced what is undoubtedly 
the most thorough treatment 
of the subject ever printed. 

We might add, too, that in 
the files of the Long Island 
Forum, also available for re- 
ference at most of the island’s 
public libraries, in bound vol- 
umes, may be found a wealth 
of information on the subject. 
To assist those who wish to 
use this source, we give the 
following list of such contri- 
butions by various authors 
prior to this year: 


1938: October and December 
issues. 

1939: January and April. 

1940: one and Septem- 
er. 

1941: June, July, September 
to December. 

1942: January, June, October. 
1943: May to July, Septem- 
ber and October. 

1944: January to September. 

1945: July. 

1946: March, May, August. 

1947: January, March, July, 
October to December. 

1948: May and July. 

1949: January, July, August, 
November, December. 

1950: March, April, Decem- 


ber. 


Paul Bailey 


Suffolk County Historian 


1951: February, May, Sep- 
tember. 

1952: July, October, Novem- 
ber. 

1953: January, March, Octo- 
ber. 

1954: April, October. 

1955: January, June, July, 
August. 


The Indian population of Long 
Island could not have been large. 
Within the island’s little more than 
1300 square miles dwelt 13 so- 
called tribes of Delaware - Algon- 
kians in separate areas averaging 
only 10 miles square. 

Daniel Denton, writing in 1670, 
35 years after the first white set- 
tlement on the island, declared that 
“to say something of the Indians, 
there is now but few upon the Is- 
land, and those few no way hurtful 
but rather serviceable to the English, 
and it is to be admired how strange- 
ly they have decreast by the Hand 
of God, since the English first set- 
tling of those parts.” 


Denton continued, with evident 


satisfaction at the rapid decline of 
the red race here: ‘Since my time, 
where there were six towns, they are 
reduced to two small Villages, and 
it hath been generally observed that 
where the English come to settle, 
a Divine Hand makes way for them, 
by removing or cutting off the In- 
dians either by Wars one with the 
other, or by some raging mortal 
Disease.” 

In his history of New York, pub- 
lished 62 years after Denton’s so- 
called ‘Brief Description,” Judge 
William Smith wrote that the In- 
dians of the island had become very 
inconsiderable and that those still 
living usually bound themselves as 
servants to the white men. Which 
would seem to show that tribal life 
was virtually at an end by 1732. 

The first human inhabitants of 
Long Island came here from the 
West Coast several centuries after 
their ancestors had arrived there 
from Asia by way of Alaska. Achae- 
ologists have found traces of no- 
madic people at the east end of the 
island. 

The 13 tribes living here at the 
beginning of the white era were 
as follows: 














Homebuilders of the 1600's. 


Courtesy Robert R. Coles 
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Canarsees (meaning “‘at the fenc- 
ed place’), Kings County and part 
of Jamaica in Queens. 

Rockaways (‘sandy land’’), Rock- 
away peninsula, part of Jamaica, 
Maspeth, south shore from Jamaica 
to Baldwin and, according to Mor- 
ice, a narrow strip extending to the 
north shore through Hempstead 
town. 

Merricks (‘plains country’), 
Baldwin to Seaford and, according 
to Jacqueline Overton, a consider- 
able part of the Hempstead Plains. 

Massapequas (‘great water- 
land’), Seaford to Copiague. 

Secatogues (“black or colored 
land’), Copiague to Bayport. 

Unkechaugs (‘land beyond the 
hill’), Bayport to Eastport. 

Shimnecocks (‘at the level 
land”), Eastport to Bridgehampton. 

Montauks (‘fortified place’’), 
Bridgehampton to Montauk Point, 
also Gardiner's Island. 

Manhansets (‘‘island sheltered by 
islands’), Shelter, Ram, Hog and 
other nearby islands. 

Corchaugs (“principal place’), 
Orient Point te Wading River. 

Setaukets (“land at mouth of riv- 
er’), Wading River to Stony Brook. 

Nissequogs (‘‘clay country’’), 
Stony Brook to Nissequog river in 
Smithtown. 

Matinecocks (‘at the hilly 
land’), Nissequog river to New- 
town at west end of island. 

Charles Wooley, a minister of the 
Church of England, who spent the 
years 1678-79 on Long Island, de- 
scribed the indians as follows: 

“Most of them are between five 
or six feet high, straight bodied and 


strongly composed. In complexion 
of a clayish colour, the hair of their 
heads generally black, lank and long 
hanging down. Their hair being 
naturally black, they make it more 
so by oyling, dyeing and daily 
dressing, yet though they be very 
careful about the hair of their heads 
yet they will not endure any upon 
their chins, where it no sooner 
grows than they take it out by the 
roots or scrape it off with a kind of 
razor made out of bone.” 


The mate on Henry Hudson's 
Half Moon (1609) enterea the fol- 
lowing in his journal: “They go 
in deer skins, loose well dressed. 
They grease their bodies and hair 
very often and paint their faces with 
several colours, as black, white, red, 
yellow, etc. which they take great 
pride in, everyone being painted in 
a different manner.” 

They wore aprons front and rear 
and, in winter, a skin or hemp robe. 
Bags suspended by thongs from the 
neck served as pockets. Skin moc- 
casins, leggings and a belt were 
worn by braves and squaws alike. 
Wampum was worn in strings and 
was often stitched to their garments. 
It was also made into bracelets, 
armlets and earrings. 

This wampum, which served as 
the Indians’ medium of exchange, 
was made of clam and periwinkle 
shells and consisted of blue beads 
and white beads, the former having 
more value. The wampum made by 
the south shore tribes was consid- 
ered of better than average qual- 
ity. Eventually the white men im- 
ported little steel awls called mux- 
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Especially Constructed Building 


BATH IN EVERY ROOM 


400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, Long Island 


Gracious Living for Convalescent 
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TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
/ Summer, Fall aod Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits. 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 


INTERIOR DECOR. and DISPLAY 
Courses here prepare students for the fasci- 
nating and remunerative fields of commercial 
art. Maximum instruction in minimum time. 

Active Free Placement Bureau. 
Send for Cireular For Phone CO. 56-2077. 
REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 


Traphagen, 1680 B’way (52 St.) N. Y. 19 








Summertime Gifts 


IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 
Stieff Towle Corham 
IN GLASS 
Fostoria Tiffin Duncan 


And Other Quality Lines 


TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
17 E. Main St. Smithtown 




















Serving Suffolk 


e Massapequa to Hampton Bays 
e Cold Spring Harbor to 
Greenport 


OVER 30) YEARS! 


LAUNDERING * DRY CLEANING 


BLUE point /aundry 


EMerson 4-0420 











Blue Ribbon 


USED CARS 


Packard Sales and Service 
SCHARD MOTORS 


Merrick Rd. and Bayview Av. 


AMitvyille 4-1438 














Wines & Liquors 


IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 


Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 
201 Bway., AMityville 4-0033 
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cA amous S ail-eCaker 


W E all know of the famous 
yacht race in 1851 
when the America won the 
British cup which, in spite of 
many a brave race, still stays 
on this side of the Atlantic. 
3ut how many know that it 
was the cut of the sails that 
won that race, and that the 
man who built them was R. H. 
Wilson of Port Jefferson? 

Over a hundred years ago, 
there was a strike in the sail- 
makers’ union in New York. 
This, by the way, is said to be 
the oldest union in the United 
States. And well had they rea- 
son to be proud and haughty, 
for a man must have traveled 
a long hard road before he 
could qualify as a full-fledged 
sailmaker. Seven years as an 
apprentice, a year on a sailing 
ship, and a summer with a 
circus, (as tent maker), made 
up the course. 

Now Boss Bayles in Port 
Jefferson was in the habit of 
having the sails for his boats 
made in New York. He could 
not afford to be held up like 
this, so he asked R. H. Wilson 
to come to Port Jefferson and 
take the job. In those days of 
canvas sails, no long floor was 
needed, the sails were cut in 
the Bayles kitchen. In 1837 
Mr. Wilson set up for himself. 
He used to tell a tale of the 
man under whom he learned 
his trade. 

It seemed that this man 
was very regular in his church 
attendance, but he, so _ to 
speak, took his knitting with 
him. He would come to church 
with a pocket-full of rope- 
ends and, by the time the ser- 
vice was over, that pocket was 
empty, but another was full of 
neatly made grommets, the 
eyelets used in the sails. 

The Wilson sail-loft was a 
success but it meant plenty of 
hard work for master and 
man. No tasks were too hard, 
even making repairs on a ship 
in bitter freezing weather, 
then their chapped hands left 
a trail of blood, but the mas- 
ter’s hands were bloody also. 


Kate W. Strong 


Fashions change in sails as 
well as clothes. Cotton duck 
sails became the proper thing. 
Hemp duck is a ‘streechie’ 
material but sails, cut out flat 
from cotton duck, held very 
little wind. Mr. Wilson tried 
using the same material, but 
he shaped his sails like a 
bird’s wing. A sailing master 
for one of the fine yachts saw 
his model and, as he was get- 
ting his vessel ready for an 
important race, had him make 
him a suit of sails, but the 
owner would not let him use 
them, and the boat was beat- 
en. Next day, at the sailing 
master’s request, they sailed 
the same course with the new 
sails and won easily. 

The designer, Mr. Steers, 
of the America took note of 
this incident and had Mr. Wil- 
son make his sails, and, with 
them, won the cup. A few 
years ago, before the death 
of the last of the Wilson sail- 
makers, if you were fortunate 
enough to find the late Mr. 
Wilson in, he would take you 
up the winding stairs to the 
loft where, alas, all was si- 
lence after over a hundred 
years of activity. 

On the walls of Mr. Wilson’s 


office hung the plans for the 
sails of the America, and 
those for the famous slave- 
ship Wanderer. In the great 
books of sail plans, one would 
find hints, in the brief notes, 
of many an adventure. Here, 
the Ocean Child carried arms 
to Nicaragua. There, another 
fled without paying her bills 
and was caught stealing seals 
in Alaskan waters. Saddest of 
all was the fate of one which 
was lost with all hands. 
Perhaps, also, Mr. Wilson 
could introduce you to Rosie, 
the famous doll. Full 20 inches 
long she was, carved of wood 
with finely formed hands and 
feet and cleverly fitted joints. 
Made long ago by Mr. Wilson’s 
great - great - great - grand- 
father, I fully believe Rosie 
was a portrait of someone. 
Blue bead eyes glared out 
fiercely enough to frighten 
any child and when you 
turned her sideways you 
found the hooked nose and 
double chin of an old lady. 
They said her hair was white 
once, but time had destroyed 
those sheepskin locks and no 
one knew the pattern of her 
original clothing, but the blue 
eyes still stared fiercely and 
she seemed like some old 
figurehead guarding the lone- 





Yacht America of 185] 
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Sail-Maker 


Continued from Page 147 

ly loft — that loft where, un- 
der Mr. Wilson’s guidance, 
one could, in imagination, go 
back to the busy days of yore 
when the place hummed with 
industry and sails made there 
went forth bravely to battle 
many a gale and hurricane 
upon the seven seas. 

Now the loft is torn down, 
and what became of the sail 
plans and of Rosie, I have not 
been able to find out. If any 
reader knows, please tell me. 
I would like to see them again. 

MacNish’s Hotel 
Continued from Page 142 


regular pattern, which is 
such an old 








very 
quite unusual for 
settlement. 
Perhaps its greatest fame ac- 
crued some fifty-odd years ago 
when one of the earliest sub- 
marines, a product of Inventor 
Holland, was brought here, com- 
pleted in a local building and put 








Southampton Historical 
Museum 


Meeting House Lane 


Exhibits of early American glass, 


china, textiles, costumes, maps, 
records and Indian relics. Farm 
implements and housekeeping u- 
tensils. Whaling gear. One- 


room schoolhouse. Revolutionary 
barn with old Country Store. 
Open June 12 to Sept. 20 
Daily 11-5; Sunday 2-5 
Adults 50 cents; children 25 ccnts 




















Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 








The 
Parrish Art Museum 
Job's Lane, Southampton, L.I. 
EXHIBITIONS 
**What Americans are Painting”’ 
July 2 — July 21 


**Contemporary American 
Naval Architecture’ 


July 25 — August 16 
Daily 10 A. M. to 5 P. M. 


Admission 50c. for non-members 


, 














through experimental runs in near- 
by waters. It is said local oyster- 
men dredging around nearby 
Robins Island lost a lot of time 
watching these experiments, but 
by then there were very few sum- 
mer boarders at MacNish’s Hotel 
to join in the watching. The prin- 
cipal excitement for the last of 
these boarders was to gather at 
the dock with local people to watch 
the arrival of the steamboat W. W. 
Coit (Captain Gibbs) which made 
regular runs between there and 
New York. 
Clarence Russel Comes 
Cutchogue 


Indians of Long Island 
Continued from page 146 
es and with them made so much 
wampum that it brought about in- 
flation and in time the complete 
abandonment of wampum by Indi- 
ans and whites alike. 

Indian abodes on Long Island 
were made of sapplings joined at 
the top and covered with thatch, 
skins and clay. Individual habita- 
tions were circular while those hous- 








The Suffolk Museum, Stony Brook 
and Carriage House hours are 10 
to 5:30 Wednesdays through Fri- 
days. 10 to 7 Saturdays and Sun- 
days. Admission: adults 50c, child- 
ren 25c. 

CLOSED Mondays and Tuesdays. 

Guided Tours received by ap- 
pointment. 
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ing two or more families were long 
and tunnel-shaped. In every abode 
were two low entrances in opposite 
sides and each family unit had its 
own smoke-hole overhead. 

Numerous gods and spirits with 
a great Manitou over all were wor- 
shipped by these tribes. Evil spir- 
its were bribed with sacrificial ~ 
ings by individuals and groups. 
Religious ceremonies included those 
for burial and marriage and mass 
celebrations which sometimes be- 
came riotous in their fervor. 

The Algonkian tongue was spo- 
ken by local Indians. There were 
relatively few words and no written 
characters other than crude pictures. 
Symbols were used for names of 
persons and places. Thomas Jeffer- 
son and James Madison visited 


Continued on page 157 








WANTED: Genealogical data 
pertaining to the Abrams family 
anywhere on Long Island. Please 
address L. I. Forum, Box 805, 
Amityville. 








E. CLAYTON SMITH 
Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 
Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 











The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-1688 AM 4-3140 




















Wines and Liquors 


Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 


tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 


The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 

A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 1to5 P.M 
Sponsored by 
HALLERAN AGENCY 
Realtors Flushing, N. Y. 








First Mortgage Loans 


Phone CHapel 9-2000 








Farmingdale Federal Savings 
and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


Insured Savings 


2?% Dividend 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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“Wreck of the Circassian 


Continued from page 144 


stead of the ship’s working 
her way towards safety in 
the open sea, however, she 
began to thump without ap- 
parent damage upon the Bar. 
Even at four o’clock there was 
no anxiety felt ashore for the 
safety of those trapped on the 
Circassian. 

At five o’clock the gale 
metamorphosed into a verit- 
able hurricane. With the ship 
thumping heavier and heavier 
upon the Bar, she soon began 
to take in water. About six 
o’clock the men came up from 
supper to find that the water 
had risen three or four inches 
above the between decks. The 
relentless sea continued to 
break over her. The fires in 
the galleys and in the boilers 
were extinguished. 

About seven o’clock all 
hands took to the forerigging, 
the life boats having been 
smashed to pieces by the 
water that poured over the 
decks. The deck planks heaved 
upwards, and ominous rattling 
noises indicated that the nuts 
were flying off the bolts as 
the ship settled and filled with 
water. Yawning gaps ap- 
peared in her bow, stern, and 
sides. Her iron doors, stove in 
by the heavy sea, were barri- 
caded. Later the sea moder- 
ated somewhat, and the hands 
descended from the rigging 
to the deck. 

At eight o’clock the main- 
mast snapped off like a pipe 
stem, carrying with it three 
men who had gone aloft for 
protection. At 8:30 a rocket 
was sent up from the wreck 
as a signal of distress. A wood 
fire was promptly started on 
shore to show that the dis- 
tress signal had been ob- 
served. No boat could have re- 
mained afloat in that seeth- 
ing mass of white foam, even 
if the wooden boat belonging 
to Life Saving Station No. 10, 
which lay about forty rods 
east of the wreck, had been 
returned promptly from exhi- 
bition at the Centennial. The 
hull of the vessel was often 
lost completely to view as 
sea after sea broke over her, 


but her foremast and mizzen- 
mast gave evidence that she 
still held together. 

At ten o’clock Captain Pier- 
son, standing on shore, heard 
a crash, followed by a cry 
from those gathered on the 
beach, “My God, she’s break- 
ing in half!” An opening was 
discerned in her side near the 
foremast. All hands rushed to 
take refuge in the mizzen rig- 
ging, where they lashed them- 
selves and clung for their lives 
as the cold chilled them to 
the marrow and the spray 
froze on them instantly. 

As the night wore on, at- 
tempt after attempt was made 
to establish connection with 
the doomed seamen awaiting 
their watery grave, and each 
failure measured their pur- 
chase upon life. Boats that 
were launched were driven 
back upon the beach. Mortars 
were brought into service— 
one from Life Saving Station 


No. 10 and another from 
Life Saving Station No. 
17. Several balls with a 


a rope attached were cata- 
pulted into the teeth of the 
fierce wind, but only one of 
the cords reached the ship. 
Its hold was not very secure, 
and it presently glided inef- 
fectually into the sea. The 
slender thread upon which 
the despairing seamen’s lives 
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depended snapped forever. 
Finally the last charge in the 
magazine was rammed into 
the mortar, but the ball fell 
short in carrying the sand- 
clogged rope to the founder- 
ing target. With this charge 


the mortar whanged_ the 
death knell of the ill-fated 
crew. 


The ship gradually went to 
pieces from 12:30 until the 
crisis came about 4:30 Sat- 
urday morning. As the sea- 
men, lashed to the iron miz- 
zen-mast, shouted for help 
and prayed for Divine inter- 
vention, the ship parted 
again at three o’clock in the 
morning. There has been some 
doubt whether the sound of 
the seamen’s pleas’ could 
have been heard above the 
tumult of the wind and the 
crash of the breakers. Every 
newspaper account verified 
the fact that their voices 
were audible to those gath- 
ered on the beach. The Her- 
ald maintained that ‘amid 
the howling of the tempest 
and the roar of the waves, 
there were borne to our ears 
the voices of the poor fellows 
in the rigging, singing hymns 
and praying in chorus to 
God.” The Times asserted 
that “in the midst of the din 
and confusion which rose 
above the fury of the gale 


and the loud crash of the 
breakers upon the sinking 
Continued on page 153 
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Clipper Ship “Sovereign of the Seas”, from Famous Painting by Alexander Breede. 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 





Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. SAyville 4-1900 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 





Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 





Mineola 
J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 


Hicksville 


SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway Tel. WElls 1-0600 


Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 

Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 





Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC. 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 2272 
Members L. I. Real Estate Board 











EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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Capt. MacDermott, L. I. Whaler 


Not many years after the close 
of the Revolution in 1783 a Scotch- 
man by name of James H. Mac- 
Dermott, having arrived in Ameri- 
can waters from his native heath 
as a sailor, jumped ship somewhere 
along the southwest shore of 
Chesapeake Bay and, like many 
another ambitious foreigner of 
that day, settled down in this 
country. Having located at Eden- 
ton, N. C., there he married and 
there in 1810 was born a son who 
was given the name of James 
Harrison Daniel MacDermott. Like 
his father who died in 1811, young 
James in time took to the sea and 
eventually came north on a schoon- 
er with a cargo of yellow pine con- 
signed to Riverhead which was 
just then beginnine to grow into 
ene of Peconic Bay’s principal 
communities. 

From Riverhead MacDermott 
hiked eastward through the North 
Fork to Orient, then known as 
Oysterponds, where he signed up 
on another schooner plying be- 
tween there, New York, Kingston 
on the Hudson and certain New 
England ports. In August 1847 he 
sailed from Greenport on his first 
whaling voyage aboard the Neva, 
commanded by Capt. Nathaniel 
Case of Peconic. Outfitted and 
managed by Ireland, Wells & Car- 
penter of Greenport, the Neva 
sailed south, rounded the Horn into 
the Pacific and on May 3, 1851 
returned to Greenport with a car- 
go of whaleoil and bone valued 
at $50,000. 

On the Vera’s next voyage, Jim 
MacDermott went along as a bride- 
groom, having only a few days be- 
fore the ship’s departure in Octo- 
ber 1851, married Polly Ann Tut- 
hill, daughter of Daniel Ezra Tut- 
hill, a successful Orient farmer. 
MacDermott was one of the Neva’s 
several boatsteerers or harpooners, 
a very important post on any 
whaling voyage. When the vessel 
returned to Greenport June 12, 
1854, she brought an $83,000 cargo 
in which MacDermott shared suf- 
ficiently to acquire a master’s in- 
terest in the schooner Monitor, be- 
longing to Capt. Daniel Clark of 
East Marion, brother of J. E. 
Clark, the local miller. Before long 
the MacDermotts settled on the 
farm of his wife’s parents who had 
both died of pneumonia. 

It is worthy of note that the old 
Tuthill farmhouse, on the east side 
of Dam road, between the Sound 
and the present causeway leading 
to Orient, is still standing and well 
preserved. The farm itself goes 
back to 1640 when the site was 
acquired from the Corchaug In- 
dians by Samuel Crook. A grand- 
son of the MacDermotts, Willard 
Edwin Racket, is at this writing 


Continued next page 


Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 





Commack 


Established 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 


Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 


FOrest 8-9322 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Ine. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 








Wyandanch 
HAROLD S. ISHAM 


All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 








Mastic 





Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 

et Glen Head 
M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
Telephone GLen Cove 4-0491 
Bay Shore 


Auto and Other Insurance 
— Real Estate — 
HENNING & STEEL, Ince. 
83 E. Main, MOhawk 5-0876 & 0877 











Central Islip 





ROBERT E. O'DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 








W. E. MAGEE, Ine. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
Francis B. Garvey 
Robert Snyder 
Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 


AMityville 4-0198 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. G seiniaeall 3-2300 





Glen een 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 





And 15 Forest Ave., Loc ust Valley. 








Westbury 


HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 





Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 sis son Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 





Lake abtesenn 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Tomas Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East ‘Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
teal Estate & Insurance Brokers 
North Hempstead Turnpike 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


BENJ.T. WEsT 





Real Estate - Insurance. 
EAST /JETAUKET 
Long island, New York 

* Tel. 101 Setauket a 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mer. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0376 




















Capt. MacDermott 
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residing in his 98th year at East 
Marion. He is the son of Thomas 
and Cordia Rackett, the latter a 
daughter of James and Polly Ann 
Tuthill MacDermott. As for James 
MacDermott, he died in 1896 at 
the age of 86. 
Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood 
Senior Contributing Editor 


That Old Time Hymn 


In the March issue of the Forum, 
Mrs. Hill of Oyster Bay made 
inquiry as to the composer of 
“It’s Christmas Day by the River” 

I have a copy of Carols pub- 
lished by J. Church & Co. and copy- 
righted in 1883, used by my mother 
and father. 

The first line of one of the songs 
is “It is Christmas Day by the 
River, It is Christmas Day by the 
Bay”, etc. The song is _ titled 
“Christmas on the Sea” and was 
composed by H. Butterworth and 
G. F. Root. 

I wonder if this is the song Mrs. 
Hill had in mind. 

J. Laurence Davis 
Mattituck 


Queens and Nassau Trolleys 


A history of the New York & 
North Shore Traction Company 
which once provided rail trans- 
portation through the northerly 
part of Nassau County as far west 
as Flushing has been compiled by 
Vincent F. Seyfried, a past master 
at writing on such subjects. Its 
more than 70 pages are packed 
with data including a good many 
photos. It is a fine piece of work, 
worthy of a place in every Long 
Island home and library and well 
worth the price of $2.50 for which 
it will be sent postpaid by address- 
ing Felix E. Reifschneider, Box 
774, Orlando, Florida. 


Industrial Suffolk County 


A brochure entitled “Suffolk 
County, The Industrial Frontier” 
is being circulated by The Long 
Island Association’s Suffolk Coun- 
ty Industrial Development Council. 
It will be sent without charge to 
business people and others inter- 
ested. It is an attractive, well illus- 
trated production that briefly pre- 
sents an excellent picture of this 
all important subject. 

The committee which prepared 
the brochure was headed by 
Edward McGowan of Bay Shore. 


My sister has been visiting us 
and enjoyed reading the Forum, 
which we have taken for some 
years, so I wish to send her a sub- 
scription. Mrs. Clifford H. Prince, 
Shelter Island 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 








Wantagh 





W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 





Wading River 


WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 








Garden City 





WENT Paes) 
7 OFVICE Ss) 


ULKLEY ¢ [JORTON (0 


“Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization”* 


721 Franklin Ave. PI 6-5400 








*“The Fame Behind the Name 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 
Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 
Phone Nearest Othce 


: Ate hogue 3-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
Ark 7- 2943 1Vanhoe 1-8800 

mOhs awk 9-2020 SOuthampton 1-0346 

Bellport 7-0604 STony Brook 17-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 

















Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you've found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Su*olk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers 





“A Hill Farm Year” 


Using the above title, Lansing 
Christman has written a book “in 
the hope,” says Carl Carmer in 
the foreward thereto, “that every- 
body who knows or has ever known 
a farm whether in the York State 
Helderbergs or the Arkansas 
Ozarks may rise to the treasures 
on these pages.” From his hill farm 
in upstate New York the author 
has brought the color, odor, sum- 
mer warmth and winter brilliance 
of a countryman’s year, for those 
who have not been privileged to 
observe first-hand nature’s magni- 
ficent scope. 

Although Mr. Christman or his 
farm are not of Long Island, his 
essays will appeal to Islanders for 
his is the language and his the 
thought that apply wherever people 
live beneath open skies. The book 
sells for $3 and is procurable from 
the publishers, the Taylor-Powell 
Press, Cooperstown, N. Y. 


Remembers “Sam Porridge” 


In reading Dr. John C. Huden’s 
“L. I. Indian Names and Words” 
(June Forum), the definition of 
Samp, “a special hulled corn”, re- 
called my childish appetite of long 
ago. When I was married in 1894 
(we celebrated our 62nd anniver- 
sary on May 30 last) I remember 
cooking Samp (we eastenders 
called it Sam Porridge) until it 
could not be purchased anymore 


a Babylon 


CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 








Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 














BELLPORT 
| Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


———— 


Main Street BEllport 7-0143 














BAYVIEW REALTY 
HOMES ALWAYS 
AVAILABLE 
409 W. Merrick Road 
Lindenhurst 


LI 5-3600 DEer Park 2-7992 
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because the salad-cocktail age had 
arrived. 

Our Sam Porridge dinner came 
every Saturday night at five 
o’clock (timed by the same wooden- 
works clock I still have here in 
my Brooklyn home). Then it would 
be warmed up for Sunday noon 
dinner—a big iron kettle full of 
delicious eating, containing all the 
vitamins in the alphabet, although 
we didn’t know or worry about 
vitamins then. 

With Indian Baked Pudding for 
dessert, what more could mortals 
ask for, after driving home from 
a lengthy sermon and a long 
prayer at the Old First Church of 
Southold? To make Samp my 
great-grandfather Deacon Austin 
Haines pounded the corn in a 
large tree-stump which he had 
hollowed into a bowl. His wooden 
pestle was hung on an arm that 
worked like a pump handle. When 
the corn was fine enough he put 
it in a pan which he held up to 
the four winds that blew away 
the hulls, permitting the Samp, 
thoroughly winnowed, to drop to a 
large white cloth that he had 
spread on the ground. 

Great-Grandma Harmony 
Haines’s recipe for cooking it was 
to wash the Samp, put a pint in 
an iron pot of cold water at night 
to soak till morning on the back of 
the wood-burning kitchen range. 
After breakfast she would wash 
the Samp again and add half-a-cup 
of white beans, then put it over the 
fire with plenty of water to keep 
it from scorching. Later it would 
receive three or four pounds of 
corned beef and a small piece of 
corned pork from the barrel in the 
cellar. As the Samp became tender, 
potatoes and yellow turnips were 
added and when it was all properly 
cooked it was fit food, even for 
the minister, who sometimes got 
it warmed over for Monday dinner 
when he came calling. 

Cooking and housekeeping were 
quite different then from now. In 
the Fall cellars were filled with 
potatoes and other vegetables, the 
barrel of pork, hams, sausage 
hanging in muslin bags, apples, 
sugar by the barrel, tea by the 
box. We grew our own wheat, corn, 

Continued on page 156 





Miller Place 





ALFRED E. BEYER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Member, Suffolk Real Estate Board 
North Country Road Miller Place 
Tel. POrt Jefferson 8-1204 

LONG ISLAND 


a, ligerth, REAL ESTATE 


for more than 40 years 
Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 








Nassau County office at 1699 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 


Manhasset 7 2646. 








Patchogue Estates, Inc. 
REAL ESTATE 

160 Oak St., GRover 3-0372 
FRANK SILVERMAN 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 


Pu chase old L. IL 
s Moeuments. 
580 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 


Wanted to 














Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Morigages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave., Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














Che 
Suffolk Group 


MUTUAL FUND, INSUR- 
ANCE, TAX CONSULTANTS 


RETIREMENT AND 
ESTATE PLANNING 
CERTIFIED 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
190 Merrick Road, Amityville 
Tel. AMityville 4-3452 
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Circassian 
Continued from page 149 

vessel, the voices of those 
brave seamen could be heard 
chanting religious hymns, un- 
til at length their songs were 
hushed forever.” The Eagle 
averred that “‘the utterances 
of those on the doomed ves- 
sel were at times audible, but 
they grew fewer and weaker 
until only the moan of an- 
guish and the plaintive cry of 
despair reached the ear.” 

About 4:30 the long-dread- 
ed crisis came. A tremendous 
swell struck the vessel, rais- 
ing her aloft very high. She 
descended with a terrific jolt, 
that sent the mizzenmast 
over the side with its living 
adherents crowded in its rig- 
ging. Nothing thereafter 
could be seen of the wreck ex- 
cept a small part forward. 
This is probably the part of 
the hull that H. B. Squires of 
Bridgehampton reported 
(Forum, Jan. 1943) having 


seen a few years before. 

Providence withheld its 
mercy from all but four of 
the crew, who miraculously 
escaped the cold clutches of 
Neptune as they were borne 
ashore on one of the cork life- 
boat buoys. Although they 
had been in the water only 
three to five minutes, they 
barely crawled to the edge of 
the surf, where they lay be- 
numbed and helpless. Mem- 
bers of a patrol established 
five miles down the beach car- 
ried them in an exhausted 
condition into the life saving 
station, where their clothing 
had to be cut off their half- 
frozen bodies. 


No clemency by Providence 
was granted a single one of 
the Shinnecocks, despite their 
proficiency as swimmers. One 
of the survivors, the first 
mate of the Circassian said 
that he had given a life-pre- 
server to one of the Shinne- 
cocks named Walker and that 
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the Indian had fastened it 
around his body when he 
lashed himself to the mast. 
But he perished with the oth- 
ers when the iron mizzenmast 
careened and dropped with a 
hiss into the seething sea. 

Within a fortnight the 
bodies, stiff with rigor mor- 
tis and partly frozen, were 
washed ashore by the strong 
easterly current at different 
points as far away as Mon- 
tawk Beach. The bodies of 
Captain Lewis and of the 
three engineers were claimed 
by relatives and friends, four- 
teen of the bodies were buried 
by the Town of East Hamp- 
ton, and those of the Shinne- 
cocks were buried by the peo- 
ple of Southampton. The In- 
dians had rejected employ- 
ment on a whaler, for jobs 
as wreckers on the Circassian 
in order to remain near their 
homes on the reservation. 
Fate was ironically complai- 
sant! 
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Motorists of 1908 


A clipping comes from Horace 
K. T. Sherwood of Long Beach, 
California, one time mayor of 
Glen Cove, from a New York news- 
paper during the summer of 1908 
which tells of seven automobiles 
that arrived at Roe’s Hotel in 
Patchogue after a run from Glen 
Cove. “As the automobiles entered 


the village,” reads the 1908 item, 
“they attracted much attention by 
their neatness and beauty.” 

To quote further: “There were 
six Buick roundabouts and one 
Thomas racer. The visitors called 
themselves a Buick outing party, 
from the Glen Cove Garage Com- 
pany. All in the group are well 

Continued next page 
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ous historical episodes, other facts, and such original 
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Captain Kidd,” ete. 
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Motorists of 1908 
Continued from page 154 


known residents of Glen Cove. The 
excursionists returned last night 
to Glen Cove by way of Hunting- 
ton.” 

Others in the party besides Mr. 
Sherwood were James Townsend, 
Archie Tappen, Lewis Titus, Ed- 
ward R Wheeler, harry Hedger, 
Ward Dickson, L. T. Simonson, 
Frank Baldwin, R. Frank Downe, 
S. Townsend Titus, Corbin Wheel- 


a 








Who Can Name It? 


er, George E. Hawkins, Frank 
Humbert, Dr. J. D. Sayre and 
H. M. Schleicher. 

Mr. Sherwood, an avid reader 
of the Forum whose occasional 
letters are always interesting, lays 
his less frequent messages of late 
to having “accepted a position in 
the cost accounting division of the 
comptroller’s office of the U. S. 
Naval Shipyard at Long Beach” 
after a period of weil earned 
retirement. 


Sag Harbor’s Notables 


Another of my Sag Harbor 
schoolmates was Eugene Fenelon 
who, like the Mulligan brothers, 
Wick Havens, Blanche Rene and 
others who escape my memory, mi- 
grated to California besides George 
Sterling and myself. Many years 
ago it was my pleasure to visit 
Fenelon at this home in Newport 
Beach, California, of which he was 
then mayor. He also had an orange 
grove and was very successful. 

Another Sag Harbor schoolmate 
of mine who made good was Tom 
Howard. He advanced to superin- 
tendent of the Elgin Watch fac- 
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Wide Selection of 
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AMITY RADIO 


For Quality Service on TV 
Onthe Triangle A Mityville 4-1177 


























tory and while I was teaching in 
the Elgin schools he took me all 
through the plant personally. 

I can understand why your fine 
magazine is so widely read by 
Long Islanders everywhere. 

H. N. Fordham 
Costa Mesa, Cal. 








The Long Island Forum con- 
tinues to be a valuable source of 
island history. (Mrs.) Martha K. 
Hall, Librarian, Huntington His- 
torical Society. 
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Fox Fire? 


We all enjoy the Forum so much. 
I gave one to a neighbor and she 
asked me what Fox Fire was. 
I really didn’t know either. 
Mrs. Elmer Hill 
Northport 


Note: Julian Denton Smith, our 
Nature Editor, declares Fox Fire 
to be, according to one dictionary: 
“The luminescence of decaying 


wood due to certain fungi... also, 
such a fungus”. 





Mr. Sherwooa’s 1905 Acme 








INCOME SAVINGS 





CHARTERED 18689 








CURRENT DIVIDEND RATES 


INSTALMENT SAVINGS 


OPTIONAL SAVINGS . 
INTEREST-DIVIDENDS COMPOUNDED SEMI-ANNUALLY 


SAVINGS RECEIVED BY 10TH OF MONTH EARN DIVIDENDS 
FAOM THE 1ST OF THE SAME MONTH 


SAFETY OF YOUR SAVINGS INSURED UP TO $10,000 BY THE 
FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN INSURANCE CORP., 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


COLUMBIA SAVINGS 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
WOODHAVEN OFFICE: 
93-22 Jamaica Ave. 
Virginia 7-7041 
SAVE-BY-MAIL — POSTAGE PAID BOTH WAYS 


3Y%4% PER ANNUM 
3% PER ANNUM 
22% PER ANNUM 


FOREST HILLS OFFICE: 


9 Station Square 
BOu'evard 3-7500 























Patchogue GR 5-4200 
Riverhead PA 7-2859 | 





Huntington 4-2746° 
Babylon MO 9-1344/ 
Southampton 1-0113 
Easthampton 4-0212'3 













Combination Windows 








ewe « 


and Doors 





bye 





Ube Wado Npov WL NN vena Whited Ldedoneraeatitebacke Wh. 


155 





LONG ISLAND FORUM 


‘Sam Porridge’”’ 
Continued from page 152 


buckwheat, etec., and kept cows, 
chickens, pigs and sheep. Great- 
Grandma Harmony had her spin- 
ning wheel and carding pads. She 
made homespun linen pillow-cases, 
sheets, tablecloths, and beautiful 
soft white woolen blankets. They 
carded the wool which was woven 
at a plant in Riverhead. I have an 
indigo-blue and white coverlet that 
has her name and 1830 woven in it. 

She made the household candles, 
dipping the wick in the hot oil or 





wax again and again until graceful 
white candles were ready for the 
brass candlesticks. On their farm 
there was plenty of room for us 
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children to play. There was the 
garret, full of treasures; the barn, 
so nice for rainy days; the or- 
chards and the woods where trail- 
ing arbutus grew in abundance. 
No cooking or other work was 
done on the Sabbath. It was a day 
of rest, worship and a Sam Por- 
ridge mid-day meal. But we had 
our weekday diversions a plenty 
such as milking the cows, churning 
the butter, gathering hickory nuts 
down the lane; also temperance 
lectures, musicals, donation parties 
for the Dominy whose salary was 
Continued on next page 
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over 100,000 Security National cus- 
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Indians of Long Island 
Continued from page 148 
General William Floyd at Mastic in 
1791 and collected a list of 162 
words from the Unkechaugs. John 
Lyon Gardiner also listed some 

words used by the Montauks. 

Local Indians built no birch bark 
canoes. Their craft was a dugout, 
shaped from a single tree-trunk by 
charring and scraping. These dug- 
outs ranged in size from the one- 
man type to the 40-man seagoing 
craft used by Grand Sachem Wyan- 
dance. The whaling dugout held 
four or five men. 

The form of government of the 
Long Island Indians was simple. 
Each tribe had its own sachem who 
presided at tribal meetings and 
served as judge as well as executive. 
Manhansets, Montauks, Corchaugs 
and Shinnecocks maintained a pro- 
tective league and with the other 
tribes, excepting the Canarsees, 
were united in an island-wide feder- 
ation over which Wyandance ruled 
as Grand Sachem. 

The Indians of Long Island were 
hunters, fishermen and whalers. 
They were also agricultural and had 
gardens in which the squaws did 
most of the work. They made bas- 
kets, wampum, arrow points, fish- 
hooks and pottery. They grew hemp 
from which twine, nets and cloth 
were produced. Their chief diet 
was game, fish and Indian corn 
made into cakes. 

They were especially adept at 
offshore-whaling, possibly because 
the ocean here was the win- 
ter habitat of numerous right- 
whales. Using never less than two 
dug-outs, their procedure called for 
intercepting the whale off the outer 
beach and driving it ashore where 
men, women and children joined in 
dispatching the stranded victim with 
spears, hatchets and knives or leav- 
ing it helpless to succumb to its 
wounds. 

From these people the early east 
end colonists learned the rudiments 
and with improved methods such as 
light cedar boats and iron harpoons 
became America’s first white off- 
shore-whalers. For some generations, 
however, they continued to recog- 
nize their red neighbors as the most 
skillful and employed them when 
possible to hurl the harpoon and to 
wield the lance. 


A wonderful magazine! 
Harry L. Dayton, Bayside. 


Correction 


Thanks for your nice article in 
the July Forum about Village 
House and Oysterponds Historical 
Society. The publicity is much ap- 
preciated. 

However, I noted that you had 
me listed as first President of our 
Society. This is an error. A. Nelson 
Chapman was the first President. 

Will you be good enough, for the 
record, to print a correction in your 
August issue? 


George R. Latham Mineola 





Old Time L. I. Dinners 


The letter in the July Forum re- 
garding the Long Island dinners 
held at the Hotel St. Denis was 
enjoyed by some of us who were 
there because of the memories as- 
sociated with them. Later the din- 
ners were held at the Hotel Astor, 
and I remember hearing Theodore 
Roosevelt and also the late Mayor 
Gaynor from the Speakers’ Plat- 
form. It was then that Frank L. 
Newton of Ronkonkoma first intro- 
duced me to the Hawkins boys (of 
baseball fame). 

We couldn’t get along without 
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the Forum. Glad your book of his- 
toric poems will soon be published. 
Jesse Merritt 
Nassau County Historian 


*‘Sam Porridge’”’ 
Continued from page 156 


$600 a year. He often walked five 
miles and back to lead a 2ottage 
prayer meeting, as he kept no 
horse. Yet he sent his children to 
college and lived to be ninety-six 
years old. 

As for his widespread flock, we 
had our square dances, town meet- 
ing, visiting relatives and friends 
on other farms, picnics at Horton’s 
Point Lighthouse, and, last but not 
least, cousins! There were cousins 
to right of us, cousins to left of 
us, and cousins all around us. 
Every day some of them came for 
dinner or tea. Then Great-Grand- 
father Haines would chop off a 
rooster’s head; Great Grandmother 
Harmony would drop it in the pot, 
and cousins would get it roasting 
hot. 

(Mrs.) Eva Gordon Slaterbeck 
1487 East 14th St. 
Brooklyn 30 
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“Long Island Whalers” 


By Paul Bailey 


The history of whaling by L. I. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ning, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s. Well illus- 
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A Fashion Showing at Dior’s 


Six design students, three girls 
and three young men, sit in the 
first row, right, as the model pass- 
es in a front-bowed gown and wide- 
brimmed hat which herald the new 
Gainsborough look introduced re- 
cently by Dior. This affair illus- 
trates one of the many rare treats 
arranged for its students by the 
Traphagen School of Fashion, 1689 
Broadway (52nd St.), New York. 
This trip to the Fifth Avenue 
showroom of Christian Dior—New 
York, Jne., where these pupils had 
the privilege of viewing the col- 
lection of this celebrated designer, 
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is an experience any woman would 
enjoy, and a young designer eter- 
nally treasures. Prized above the 
many usual field trips which Trap- 
hagen arranges for its students, 
members of the group that visited 
Dior’s showing were hand-picked 
as a reward for their outstanding 
ability and application. Since this 
exclusive house usually accomo- 
dates only professional guests in 
its audiences, Traphagen greatly 
valued this most generous gesture 
of cooperation with the school, stu- 
dents and faculty. Virtue may be 
its own reward, but a little impetus 
along the way can be a great fillip 
and inspiration to serious hard- 
working young students. 
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Coast to Coast 

I enclose check for subscription. 
Some California friends have 
shown me the Forum and I find it 
very interesting. 

I am a descendant of Sam Ran- 
dall. My father, Whitman Vail 
Randall was born in Coram. I was 
born in Southampton. My mother’s 
maiden name was Lina Ailetta 
Fanning of Hampton Bays. 

Mrs. George H. Booth 
2006 Huntington 
Redondo, California 








The photo of the Conklin barn 
near Greenport in the June number 
brought back childhood days. Went 
there hundreds of times as “Dick” 
Conklin had lovely horses and it 
was only a little west of our farm. 
(Mrs.) Eva Parson, New York. 


We look forward to each number 
of this publication. Mrs. Henry D. 
Mills, Patchogue. 


I do enjoy the Forum. A great 
magazine. Ray Carr, Floral Park. 

I wish for you and the Forum 
all the best of good wishes, and 
hope that it will grow bigger, but 
it can’t grow any better. Louis T. 
Vail, New Port Richey, Florida. 





A Venerable Reader 

I like the Forum very much and 
enjoy reading it. You see, I happen 
to be an old Long Islander. lf I 
live until August 23d I will cele- 
brate my 95th—all lived on Long 
Island. (Rev.) W. F. Rohm, Pastor, 
People’s Baptist Church, Sag 
Harbor. 
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Society at Orient, L. I. 
Open July 1 to October 31 
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Saturdays and Sundays 
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“It’s easy. I get her to do the laundry first. 
Then there’s never any hot water for me. 
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Good plan! That is, until Mother gets an automatic GAS 
water heater. GAS is three times faster—provides all the 
sparkling-clean hot water needed for automatic washers 
and Junior. You wash load after load—at recommended 
higher temperatures—and still have hot water for every 

household use. Only GAS can do 


A 
/ Y it! Stop in for details today. 
ay Gac A 


automatic water heaters give 
hot water 3 times faster 














A fully automatic gas water heater gives an even better value from your 


hot water consuming appliances such as your automatic dish washer and automatic 


clothes washer. Get the best! Get an automatic gas water heater! 
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LUNCHEON — DINNER 


Private Banquet Room 


for Receptions and Parties 
Air Conditioned — Closed Tuesdays 
292 Merrick Rd. Amityville 
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ZIKOLL’S 
Old Landmark Jun 


A place to relax — 
‘To dine at leisure in 
an atmosphere of yesteryear 
LUNCHEONS 
DINNERS 


845 Merrick Road Copiague 
Tels. AMityville 4-1383-9815 














Hunt’s 
Foster House 


Sayville st. 1847 SA 4-1052 
MILDRED AND BILL HUNT 


Formerly of Hunt’s, Farmingdale 


Serving the Same Good Food 





Weekday and Sunday Luncheon 
Dinner to9 P.M. Closed Monday 
Saturdays 5:30 - 10:30 














STERN’S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 
Farmingdale, N. Y. 


CHapel 9-0248 and (night) 9-0891 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 
Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 











Poetess Ellen S. Mowbray 


In reading “Some Preliminary 
Remarks” to William Wallace 
Tooker’s “Indian Place-Names on 
Long Island” (1911), I noted his 
reference to Ellen S. Mowbray, a 
Long Island poetess, and to one 
of her poems, “Hauppaug(e) Sweet 
Waters”. Would some reader tell 
us through the Forum something 
further about this writer and her 
poetry? 

Carl A. Starace 
Amityville 


Amateur Artists! 

The Suffolk Museum at Stony 
Brook is staging an award ex- 
hibition for L. I. amateur artists 
(oil and watercolor) July 29 
through August 19. For particulars 
address Miss Margaret V. Wall, 
Director, at the Museum. 

I have enjoyed reading the 
Forum. Mrs. Eversley Childs, 
Crane Neck Farm, Setauket. 
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Connoisseur It’s 
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Amityville, L. I. 
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